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THE YEVTUSHEHKO EVENING 




The evening of January 21= Tha Sophion-Saal in Munich' 
is packed. Journalists s German students and university professors 
have assembled here. Seme of them have com© because they are 
really interested in poetry? Others - and they ere perhaps in 
the majority - have come simply out of curiosity • After- 
one of the representatives of the modern, generation of Russian 
poets and, moreover,, -one \mo is famous for his rebellious h'oirit 
is to make an appearance* 



And than the "rebel" appears on the podium - in a g 
shirt that he wears outside his very narrow trousers. He 
taken for a We a tern- type "aoot-»suit©r. " In hia short ini 
address Yevtushenko says that "The hope set on diplomats 
bean lost" and that all hope should sow be set on witers 
more they travel in the world and honestly talk about wha 
have seen, the more the threat of war will recede,. Then 



rey sports 
might bo 
roduetory 
has now 
„ Tha 
t they 
he says 



that there should be no preconceived opinions, that the 



should 



be in honest hands, etc. In short, his speech is stau 
ganda which is being repeated in different ways in the 
of other Soviet writers and delegates visiting foreign 



(Sard propa- 
speechee 
countries* 



Then Yevtushenko starts to read his versa. His delivery is 
of the affected, public meeting style.,, accompanied fey gesticulation 
and howls, probably more suitable for Mayakovsky Square than for 
a comparatively small hall. Living in the West as we are. ws have 
perhaps grown out of ovsrdramatizatiosio Here verse is read -calmly 9 
without hamming," it is simply read . I may say that Yevtushenko "s 
behavior on the podium gave rise to quite a fan ironic remarks in 
the press. The influential Bavarian Sueddoutsche Seitung . for 
instance, mentioned in its f ©udlleton that in tha current carnival 
season, in contradistinction to the preceding one when "z*cck s n roil" 
and "twist" were in fashion, a new dance, "Yevtushenko," which 
requires gesticulation, fijjfc shaking and bodily contortions, would 
be a success, ' 



Yevtushenko read his poems Tenderness , Hail in Kharkov (of 
which ha somewhat playfully said that it was "formalistic")? 

The Tinkle of Slender Icicles ? then the poem Conversatio n*, an 
excerpt from Station Winter , the sensational Stalinas Heirs and 
a new, supplementary version of the posm Babiy Yar . This new 
version speaks of a simple Russian woman. Old Katya, who hid a 
Jewish girl from the S3 -men in 1941° Tastes and opinions vary a of 
course, but I personally think that the original version of his 
Babiy Yar is better* 



Well ^ the verse reading comes to an end and a 
Yevtushenko makes an expansive and sustained effort 
no one forced him to rewrite the poem Babiy T ar . and 
to .add the story of the Jewish girl because it had " 



discussion ensues 
to prove that 
that he decided 
shocked" him. 
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